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 Many graduate courses now employ problem-based learning (PBL) paradigms to promote 
student participation and communication, provide vocational relevance and problem-solving 
skills, foster holistic and interdisciplinary perspectives, engender critical thinking, hypothetico-
deductive logic and/or clinical reasoning, critically acquire knowledge and aid the transition from 
directed self-learning (DSL) to self-directed learning (SDL). In its simplest form, PBL provides 
small group teaching and learning experiences centred on a series of problems which the students 
address systematically. They must activate their prior knowledge, develop relevant learning 
objectives, acquire new pertinent knowledge and apply it to the problem. PBL is merely a vehicle 
for students to identify what they already know, what they do not know, what they need to know, 
how to get it and what to do with it. PBL does not completely replace conventional forms of 
teaching, but complements fixed resource sessions and facilitates the integration of knowledge 
and skills from cognate disciplines. It has found a niche in many university faculties, especially 
those graduate schools catering for professional vocations. PBL can be used to mimic workplace 
practices thereby providing realistic vocational context to training programs. 
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